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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
^ll^£nSi^1a the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

^24 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 _-j g as originally filed 
Claims, Pages 

1 received on 28. 1 1 .2005 with letter of 25. 1 1 .2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/15-15/15 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report anc I jj^below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 
m □ the claims, Nos. 

* □ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded," 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or i 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement . 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 4 602 203 A (BRAGDON HAROLD W) 22 July 1 986 (1 986-07-22) 

2 Document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 
and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

a recharging device of batteries (1 5) , which can also be used as an exhibitor of battery packs 
or packagings in sales points (this particular use is not specified in D1 , but nothing prevents 
it) comprising at least a supporting element (17, see also column 2 lines 40-61), which 
includes a series of seats or housings (86) for the insertion and/or linking of packs of batteries 
(92) on sale, and means (16,18,20,22,24,26,28,30) tor the charging, recharging and/or 
maintenance of the electric charge, electrically connected to said seats or housings (86) of the 
recharging device (see column 3 lines 51-63). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known device in that each pack or packaging 
of batteries contains a plurality of batteries, connected in series to each other, of which at least 
two terminals are accessible from the outside of the packaging for connection to the 
recharging and/or maintenance means of the electric charge. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as adapting an available 
recharging device of D1 for a different type of batteries, having a nominal voltage which is only 
a fraction of the nominal voltage for which the device had been designed. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 
I) D1 does not explicitly mention the possibility of using the charging device for battery 
packages, rather than for individual battery units 

ii) more evident solutions are available to the skilled person, such as modifying the electronics 
of the charging units (42 in D1). 
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The skilled person would therefore not obtain subject matter of claim 1 without employing an 
inventive activity. 

Claims 2-19 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT 
with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

Claims 1-19 find an industrial applicability in the field of battery chargers. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 2005) 



10 



15 



CLAIM 

1. A recharging device of batteries (6), which can also be 
used as an exhibitor of battery packs or packagings (5) in 
sales points, comprising at least a supporting element (1, 
17, 51), which includes a series of seats or housings (2, 
18) for the insertion and/or linking of packs (5) of 
batteries (6) on sale, and means (20, 30) for the charging, 
recharging and/or maintenance of the electric charge, 
electrically connected to said seats or housings (2, 18) of 
the recharging device, characterized in that each pack or 
packaging (5) of batteries (6) contains a plurality of 
batteries (6), connected in series to each other, of which 
at least two terminals (7, 8, 80) are accessible from the 
outside of the packaging (5) for connection to the 
recharging and/or maintenance means (20, 30) of the 
electric charge. 
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